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Introduction
XL

Octrooibureau Vriesendorp
& Gaade B.V., which was
founded in 1833, is one of
the oldest patent agencies, if
not the oldest patent agency,
in the world which is still in
operation.

This booklet gives you a
historical overview of ‘Oc-
trooibureau Vriesendorp &
Gaade’ throughout the 180
years of its existence.

In fact, it can be considered
to be a revised and supple-
mented version of the two
similar booklets which were
published on the occasion of
the 100-year and 150-year
anniversaries of the creation
of ‘Octrooibureau  Vrie-
sendorp & Gaade’.

As indicated in the right-
hand margin, the booklet
has been divided into three
historical chapters covering
the abovementioned peri-
ods, the more recent history,
and a brief overview of ‘Oc-
trooibureau Vriesendorp &
Gaade’ today.
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1833-1933

[o001] At first sight, it
seems remarkable that in a
country where a patent act
was introduced as late as
1910, partly due to pressure
from international obliga-
tions, one can find one of the
oldest patent agencies, if not
the oldest patent agency, in
the world.

[0002] On reflection, how-
ever, this is not so remarka-
ble, as the Netherlands has a
very long history of patents.
As early as the Middle Ages,
and also later up until 1795,
patents were regularly grant-
ed and famous names can be
found among the patentees,
such as Leeghwater, Huy-
gens, De Keyser, Stevin and
Drebbel.

[0003] During the period of
French rule (1795-1813), the
French legislation was auto-
matically valid in the Nether-
lands. After independence
was restored in 1813, a Pa-
tent Act came into force un-
der King William I in 1817,
and Vriesendorp & Gaade
was involved in applying for
patents under this Act.
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[0o004] It is highly likely
that Vriesendorp & Gaade
was established in 1833,
although the exact date of
establishment is unknown. It
can be seen from the first
written deed between Mr
Vriesendorp and Mr Gaade
of 1838 that in the early days
there was no ‘written con-
tract of association’.
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[0005] The founders of the
Firm were Mr Anthony Nico-
laas Vriesendorp (1806-
1845), born to an old Dor-
drecht patrician family, who
graduated as a doctor at law
at Leyden with a thesis enti-
tled: ‘Dissertatio Juridica
Inauguralis de Locatione
Conductione Opens Fa-

Mr. Gaade
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ciendi’, and Mr Jail Hendrik
Gaade (1800-1861), whose
house at Westeinde 10, The
Hague was the company’s
first registered office.

[0006] In 1833, Mr
Vriesendorp and Mr Gaade
were described as being
‘commission agents’ and they
were involved in a wide
range of activities. It is
known that they filed the
first patent application in
which they acted as repre-
sentatives on 27 September

1833.
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The first application filed by Vriesendorp & Gaade in 1833
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[0007] The patent in ques-
tion was granted by the King
on 9 November 1833 and
concerned a so-called patent
of importation granted to
F.M.N. van Aken, who had
become familiar with the
apparatus for refining sugar
and distilling spirits de-
scribed in France where a
French patent was applied
for on 4 February 1833.
Since then, the name
Vriesendorp & Gaade has
been mentioned in the pa-
tent records as patent agent
office.

[0008] An important date
for the company was 6 Au-
gust 1837, when Mr A.N.
Vriesendorp was appointed
government solicitor in resi-
dence (The Hague). This
necessitated the first written
agreement between Mr
Vriesendorp and Mr Gaade
on 25 July 1838. This agree-
ment states that the activities
of the partnership will con-
cern all ‘applications, admin-
istrations, together with bills
of exchange and other com-
mission business and will
furthermore include all fur-
ther matters of any nature
whatsoever’.
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[0009] In this connection,
the question arises as to
what exactly the nature of
the government solicitor’s
activities was at the time.
Article 3 of the Royal Decree
of 5 September 1823 defines
this function as follows: 'No
petitions or statements may
be filed with Us or the vari-
ous State Departments or
may be accepted, unless they
have been signed by the peti-
tioners personally or on be-
half of them by the govern-
ment solicitor.'

[o010] Solicitors, twenty of
whom were living in The
Hague and twenty in Brus-
sels, therefore acted as in-
termediaries between the
public and the government.
They were appointed by the
government and were in
charge of properly drawing
up and filing petitions with
the government.

[0011] In virtue of the Pa-
tents Act of 1817, a patent
was a favour that could be
granted by the King. This
meant that the drafting and
filing of patent applications
was also part of a solicitor’s
job. So, it was a logical de-
velopment that more and
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more patents were applied
for by Vriesendorp & Gaade
following Mr Vriesendorp’s
appointment as a solicitor in

1837.

[o012] It seems that Mr
AN. Vriesendorp, who died
as a bachelor on 15 March
1845 at the tender age of 38,
may have sensed that his
departure was drawing near,
for there is a second notarial
deed between Mr
Vriesendorp and Mr Gaade
dated 30 December 1844,
under which Mr A.N.
Vriesendorp resigns ‘as a
partner of the partnership’
and becomes ‘a partner by
way of money-lending’,
whilst Mr J.H. Gaade con-
tinues the activities under
the name of ‘Firm of
Vriesendorp & Gaade’. Fur-
thermore, it appears from
this deed that the company
had moved offices, taking up
residence at Westeinde 42.

[0013] In the meantime, the
company had seen dramatic
growth, particularly because
during the construction of
the country’s first railway
Vriesendorp & Gaade not
only represented the conces-
sionaries and contractors in
dealings with the govern-
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ment, but also acted as
bankers and money-lenders.

Mr. C.J. Gaade
CI—TK

[0014] As a result of the
above-mentioned increase in
activities, Mr Gaade was
soon joined by his sons
Christiaan Johannes (1824-
1902) and Jan Hendrik
(1836-1875), who took over
the running of the company
following his death in 1861.
During this flourishing peri-
od, the company enjoyed an
excellent reputation both
domestically and abroad,
and soon outgrew its offices,
moving to new premises at
Juffrouw Idastraat 11.

[o015] However, the solici-
tor’s business gradually be-
gan to lose its reason for
existence, because im-

Mr. J.H. Gaade
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[0014] L52 D & & % ¥E540L
ReZF., 5 Nn—TK
KCZDORTIE. JVATAT
Yo 3AA R (1824~1902F
) £y e AV Y (1836
~1875E) AN Y. 186LE
D=7 ROFEK . LEHAT
EHEE E L. OB
HHEBHTE BN T o FEA
BT, & bu  EBTE
RL, 2707« A —Ki#n1
1O L OHIFICREZL & L 12

o

[oo15]1L »L ne 435, A4
DERIIBE W ZOEAEES
Eul LA dleunn &



provements in communica-
tion made it much easier to
elucidate petitions personal-
ly with the government. In
addition, the right of the
King and the government to
grant favours was limited to
an ever greater extent and
improved education meant
that specially skilled persons
to draft petitions were re-
dundant.

[0016] The solicitor’s com-
pany also lost much of its
importance in the field of
industrial property, partly
because the Patents Act of
1817, which had become
outdated, was abolished in
the Netherlands.

[0017] It became increas-
ingly clear that the profes-
sion of government solicitor
had had its day and the fu-
ture of Vriesendorp & Gaade
was therefore not looking too
bright.

[0018] However, an ever
increasing interest arose in
the Netherlands in the pro-
tection of industrial proper-
ty, and this resulted in the
introduction of a Trade-
marks Act in 1880. The
Netherlands also became
party to the Paris Convention
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of 20th March 1883, under
which an international regu-
lation of industrial property
rights came into being. More
and more people were in
favour of introducing a Pa-
tents Act in the Netherlands
once again. On 3 May 1905,
the bill for a Patents Act was
introduced and in 1910 the
Patents Act was published in
the Government Gazette.

[0019] Christiaan Johannes
Gaade, who, after the death
of his brother Jan Hendrik
Gaade on 16 May 1875, had
sole responsibility for the
company, felt the need as he
got older for a skilled co-
worker in the field of indus-
trial property protection.

[0020] To this end, he en-
gaged the services of Dr F. L.
Kleyn, who became a partner
in Vriesendorp & Gaade on
17 June 1891 and continued
the company’s activities
alone after Christiaan Jo-
hannes Gaade passed away
on 9 February 1902.
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Mr. Kleyn
714 R

[0021] Mr Kleyn, who relo-
cated the company’s regis-
tered office to Noordeinde
75, had specialised as a law-
yer and solicitor in the field
of industrial property and it
is apparent that after the
Patents Act of 1910 had come
into force he immediately
resumed the old branch of
the solicitor’s profession,
filing patent applications.

[0022] So, in the Nether-
lands the ‘patent agent’ suc-
ceeded the position of ‘gov-
ernment solicitor’, which had
since become redundant,
and it was none other than
Vriesendorp & Gaade who
represented Dutch patent
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number one under the Dutch
Patent Act of 1910.

OCTROOIRAAD

i

OCT

No.
KLASSE 12 p.

1 BUREAU VOOR DEN
e OUGTHIEELEY EGENO0N

1

Aanvrage No. 314 Ned. ingediend .:
Aanvrage openbaargemaakt. . . .:
Octrooischrift uitgegeven. . . . .:
Dagteekening van het octrooi . . .:

Voorrang overeenkomstig art. 7 der
Octrooiwet 1910, Sthl. No. 813, vanaf:

21 Juni 1912 te 12 wur 50 minuten n.m.
16 September 1912.

7 Mei 1913,

3 April 1913,

4 Juli 1011 (Duitschland).

C. F. BOEHRINGER & ZONEN,
Fabriek van Chemische producten, te Mannheim-Waldhof (Duitschland).

Werkwijze ter bereiding van dubbelzouten van morphine en narkotine
voor therapeutisch gebruik.

Dutch patent No. 1 under the 1910 Dutch patent act
191074 7 > KFFHEICHE D < 4 7 v KR LS

[0023] At first, Mr Kleyn
was able to deal with trade-
mark matters and patent
applications domestically
and abroad without regular
technical assistance, but as
time went on the assistance
of university graduates
turned out to be indispensi-
ble when it came to the
skilled treatment of patent
applications. Mr Kleyn there-
fore secured the cooperation
of Ir W. Moorrees, who had
written a book on patent law.
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However, just a few month
later Mr Moorrees was ap-
pointed Member of the Pa-
tent Office, which had been
set up in the meantime.

[0024] Subsequently, Mr
Kleyn welcomed Dipl. Ing.
A.C. Gebhard to Vriesendorp
& Gaade and the latter be-
came a partner on 12 Sep-
tember 1912, soon after his

registration as a patent
agent. Shortly after that,
Mr Kleyn resigned from
Vriesendorp & Gaade.
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[0025] In order to make it
clear that Vriesendorp &
Gaade had also resumed the
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handling of patent matters in
the Netherlands, the name
was changed to 'Octrooi-
bureau Vriesendorp & Gaa-
de' [Vriesendorp & Gaade
Patent Agency]. This did not,
of course, alter the fact that
the company also continued
to perform its other activi-
ties, in particular the regis-
tration of trademarks and
manufacturer’s marks and
the handling of trade mark
issues.

[0026] Foreign patent
agent offices, who had in-
structed Vriesendorp & Gaa-
de to look after their patent
interests in the Netherlands
even before 1869, once again
forwarded their orders to
Octrooibureau Vriesendorp
& Gaade, and the same was
true of Dutch companies who
had already had business
dealings with Vriesendorp &
Gaade previously.

[0027] It soon became clear
that Vriesendorp & Gaade
were on the threshold of a
new flourishing period. In
spite of World War I and the
crisis which followed, the
initially moderate patent
agency continued to grow,
partly due to the takeover of
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the patent department of
Van der Graaf in 1917. It
therefore became necessary
to look for larger premises,
and in 1918 the company
moved to its new offices at
Nieuwe Uitleg 3.
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1933-1983F

[0028] The growing inter-
est in patents in this country
meant that the activities of
Octrooibureau Vriesendorp
& Gaade continued to ex-
pand. It became apparent
that the partnership would
have to be extended and Ir.
C.M.R. Davidson, a patent
agent, was welcomed into
the partnership.
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[0029] In spite of the seri-
ous economic crisis in the
1930s, private individuals
and colleagues entrusted
Octrooibureau Vriesendorp
& Gaade with numerous
activities at home and
abroad in the period from
1930-1940. These activities
certainly weren’t restricted
to the drafting and defending
of patent applications for the
Netherlands and abroad;
patent agents attached to
Octrooibureau Vriesendorp
& Gaade, in cooperation with
lawyers specialised in the
field of industrial property,
rendered their assistance in
important and often pro-
tracted lawsuits in the field
of industrial property at
home and abroad.

[o030] While, during the
mobilisation of the Dutch
Army in 1939 and in the days
at war in May 1940, Da-
vidson was fulfilling his du-
ties as an army officer, Dipl.
Ing. Gebhard and his staff
steered Octrooibureau
Vriesendorp & Gaade
through the hard times.
Communication with many
countries was gradually in-
terrupted, but right up until
almost the end of the war
work was able to be carried
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out in the office at Nieuwe
Uitleg 3. The space available
for working and keeping
records at the premises was
extended by purchasing the
adjacent building on the
corner of Nieuwe Uitleg and
Kanonstraat.

[0031] Two months before
the end of the war, on 3
March 1945, The Hague was
heavily stricken by an allied
bombardment, which in
particular struck the imme-
diate surroundings of the
Nieuwe Uitleg. The offices at
Nieuwe Uitleg 5 and 7 ad-
joining the offices of
Vriesendorp & Gaade suf-
fered a direct hit, and the
blaze which subsequently
broke out spread to the offic-
es of Octrooibureau
Vriesendorp & Gaade, reduc-
ing the building to rubble in
just a couple of hours.

[0032] After this disaster,
Octrooibureau Vriesendorp
& Gaade found hospitable
accommodation with the
Billitonmaatschappij on the
Lyceumplein.
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De Nieuwe Uitleg, The Hague, before...
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...and after the blaze in 1945.
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During the laborious recon-
struction of the records and
the massive amount of ad-
ministration, a great deal of
assistance was  provided
from many sides, including
the Patent Office, col-
leagues/patent agents and
clients.

[0033] From the temporary
accommodation with the
Billitonmaatschappij, Oc-
trooibureau Vriesendorp &
Gaade first moved into an
empty school on the Suri-
namestraat, and then to of-
fices on the Koninginne-
gracht, finally moving in
1949 to the premises at Dr
Kuyperstraat 6, where the
office can still be found to-
day.

[0034] Despite the drastic
rebuilding and extensions to
the premises at Dr Kuyper-
straat, the steady growth in
the number of employees
meant that it became neces-
sary later on to extend the
accommodation in a differ-
ent manner. In 1969, the
mechanical department of
the Patent Agency was trans-
ferred to a nearby building at
Denneweg 124.
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[0035] The office’s activi-
ties steadily increased after
the end of World War II,
with old existing relation-
ships with clients at home
and abroad having been
restored. In addition, the
number of new relationships
was growing fast. The Treaty
of Neuchatel definitely had a
positive effect on the number
of orders after the war, with
this treaty making it possible
to file patent applications in
various countries with ex-
tended priority.

[0036] In the sixties and
seventies, some dramatic
developments took place in
the field of industrial proper-
ty. This meant that high de-
mands were placed on the
office’s employees during
this period, because they
were constantly faced with
new situations.

[0037] A first important
change resulted from the
increase in the number of
patent applications with the
patent granting authorities.
Since these applications had
to undergo an examination
with regard to novelty and
inventive step, over time this
resulted in delays.
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[0038] Both nationally
(Gelissen Committee) and
internationally (BIRPI), ex-
tensive studies were carried
out to try to eliminate these
delays in the interests of the
patent applicants and the
patent granting authorities.
Employees of Octrooibureau
Vriesendorp & Gaade also
held seats in many of these
committees.

[0039] All this resulted in
an important amendment to
the Dutch Patents Act, inter
alia relating to the deferred
examination (on 1 January
1964) and later to the crea-
tion of the Patent Coopera-
tion Treaty (PCT).

[0040] But that wasn’t all.
In 1960, after the establish-
ment of the Treaty of Rome,
Dr Kurt Hartel issued a re-
port with a proposal for a
treaty which came into force
in Munich in 1970 and is
referred to as the ‘European
Patent Convention’. This
convention was intended to
provide the possibility of
obtaining a ‘bundle’ of na-
tional patents by filing one
single patent application.
Since 1 June 1978, it has
been possible to file such a
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‘European patent applica-
tion” and this possibility was
made use of with increasing
frequency.

[0041] Developments in the
field of industrial property
have certainly not been re-
stricted to amendments in
the field of patent law. In
this connection, reference
can be made, for example, to
the Benelux Trademarks Act
and the Benelux Designs Act.
These have been of great
significance, as Octrooi-
bureau Vriesendorp & Gaade
has been entrusted with a
great many activities in the
fields in question.

[0042] It goes without say-
ing that the important devel-
opments in the field of in-
dustrial property had a ma-
jor impact on the staff at
Octrooibureau Vriesendorp
& Gaade. Particularly at the
beginning, the activities in-
creased in number dramati-
cally, whilst the nature of the
activities underwent a strong
change specifically as a re-
sult of the entering into force
of the European Patent Con-
vention.
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[0043] The result of this
was that Ir. CM.R. Da-
vidson, who was in sole
charge of Octrooibureau
Vriesendorp & Gaade follow-
ing the resignation of Dipl.
Ing. A.C. Gebhard in 1946,
felt the need to vest the ex-
ecutive powers in more pairs
of hands, and on 1 January
1963 Dipl. Ing. A. Corts and
Ir. L.W. Kooy, patent agents,
M Christina Kik, lawyer and
solicitor, and on 1 January
1969 Ir. L. J. Menting, patent
agent, were taken on as
partners.

[0044] Dipl. Ing. A. Corts
resigned as managing part-
ner on 1 January 1976. Ir
C.M.R. Davidson remained
active in the partnership up
to a very advanced age. On 1
January 1981, he resigned as
managing partner, but even
then his daily presence in the
office showed his undimin-
ished interest in the activi-
ties and progress at Octrooi-
bureau Vriesendorp & Gaa-
de.
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Ir. L.J. Menting, Ms. Kik, and Ir. L.W. Kooy
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[0045] Ir. C.M.R. Davidson
passed away in October 1982
and it seems fair to say that
it was he in particular who
took Octrooibureau
Vriesendorp & Gaade to its
current position in the field
of industrial property.
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[0046] In 1977, the Euro-
pean Patent Office was cre-
ated. The Hague was chosen
as one of the sites for a
branch office of the Europe-
an Patent Office. There, the
European Patent Office
could benefit from the exten-
sive library of worldwide
patent publications from the
Dutch Patent Office.
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[0047] On 1 January 1994,
Ir. L.W. Kooy and Miss
Christina Kik retired. Mr
G.L.K Kooy, a lawyer and the
son of Ir. L.W. Kooy, took
the place of his father as
partner of Octrooibureau
Vriesendorp & Gaade. He
was joined by Drs. E. de
Hoop and Ir. A. Ferguson,
patent attorneys.

[0048] In 1995, a revised
Dutch Patent Act was intro-
duced. Under the previous
Dutch Patent Act of 1910,
patent applications were
subjected to an examination.
Inventions needed to be
novel, inventive and indus-
trially applicable for a patent
to be granted. As a result of
the examination, it could
take years for a patent appli-
cation to be granted. Because
of the lengthy procedure up
to the granting of a patent,
many potential applicants
refrained from filing an ap-
plication for their inventions.
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Mr. G.L.K Kooy
LW.7 —A K (L1

[0049] In light of the above
drawbacks, a new patent act
was drafted and came into
force on 1 April 1995. In the
new Patent Act, the require-
ments with respect to novel-
ty, inventive step and indus-
trial applicability still ap-
plied. The patent application
was, however, only subjected
to a literature search, and
not to a full-blown examina-
tion. The patent application
was granted automatically
after its publication. Wheth-
er or not the granted patent
meets the requirements of
the Patent Act is the respon-
sibility of the patentee and
might be challenged before
the Dutch courts. Such an
automatically granted patent
became known as a ‘registra-
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tion patent’.

[oo50] Moreover, the new
Patent Act of 1995 also of-
fered the possibility of filing
for a 6-year patent. This
patent was not subjected to
any search or examination.
Its maximum duration was,
however, limited to 6 years.

[0051] Due to the absence
of a search report, the 6-year
patent caused great uncer-
tainty for third parties when
it came to the actual validity
of the patent. It was for this
reason that, upon revision of
the Patent Act on 5June
2008, the 6-year patent op-
tion was cancelled. The revi-
sion also allowed for the
filing of Dutch patent appli-
cations in English. Although
the claims still had to be
translated into the Dutch
language, the easing of the
translation requirements
reduced the costs for foreign
applicants.

[0052] In 1998, Octrooi-
bureau Vriesendorp & Gaade
acquired a branch office in
Apeldoorn  through the
take-over of a small local
patent agency. Traditionally,
many Dutch patent agencies
are concentrated around The
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Hague, where the Dutch
Patent Office, the Dutch
Patent Court and the Euro-
pean Patent Office are based.
With the new branch office
in Apeldoorn, led by Ir. A.
Ferguson, Octrooibureau
Vriesendorp & Gaade is able
to serve clients throughout
the country. Ir. A Ferguson
left the firm in 2007.

[0053] In October 2003,
the auxiliary office of Oc-
trooibureau Vriesendorp &
Gaade at Denneweg in
The Hague was abandoned.
The remaining employees
moved to the main office at
Dr. Kuyperstraat in
The Hague and the new
branch office at Laan van
Westenenk in Apeldoorn.
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[0054] On 1 May 2008, the
London Agreement came
into force, bringing to an end
the national translation re-
quirement after the grant of
a European patent (in the
Netherlands). This resulted
in a significant reduction in
translation-related activities
for all the patent agencies in
The Netherlands. Unfortu-
nately, this meant that Oc-
trooibureau Vriesendorp &
Gaade had to say goodbye to
many loyal translators and
other staff who had worked
for the firm for many years.

[0055] 2008 was also the
year in which the financial
sector collapsed, thereby
initiating a worldwide eco-
nomic crisis. Despite or
maybe even due to the crisis,
entrepreneurs continued
innovating.

[0056] Furthermore, since
the creation of the European
Patent Office in 1977, pro-
posals have been made for a
unitary patent which, unlike
the current European patent,
would not fall apart into a
bundle of national patent
rights after grant, but would
act as a regional patent right
covering all the Member
States. After some failed
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attempts in the late 20th
century, significant steps
towards the realisation of
such a unitary patent were
made at the start of the 21st
century.

[0057] In particular, in the
period since 2010, agree-
ments have been reached
with regard to the languages
of the unitary patent and to a
central, Unified Patent Court
(UPC) for handling in-
fringement and nullity pro-
ceedings regarding the uni-
tary patent. Early predictions
have indicated that the first
unitary patent might be
granted in 2014. However,
considerable time has passed
and many governments still
need to ratify the agree-
ments. Thus, for now, early
or mid 2015 seems a more
appropriate estimate.

[0058] These developments
again caused a considerable
shift in the activities of Oc-
trooibureau Vriesendorp &
Gaade. A new management
team was formed under the
leadership of Mr L.W. Kooy,
a lawyer, and Drs. E. de
Hoop with the intention of
developing a new vision
which would prepare Oc-
trooibureau Vriesendorp &
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Gaade for the changing pa-
tent landscape.

[0059] In 2012, the Apel-
doorn branch of Vriesendorp
& Gaade moved to a new
location at the Kanaalpad in
Apeldoorn. The new, modern
office reflects the changes
that Octrooibureau
Vriesendorp & Gaade has
undergone.
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[0060] In 2013, Mr L.W.
Kooy, a lawyer, and Drs. E.
de Hoop retired as partners
and became consultants for
Octrooibureau Vriesendorp
& Gaade. Drs. S.M. Peters
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[0061] Today, Octrooi-
bureau Vriesendorp & Gaade
remains one of the oldest
patent and trademark agen-
cies, if not the oldest patent
and trademark agency, in the
world which is still in opera-
tion.
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[0062] In July of 2014,
after 65 years at the Dr.
Kuyperstraat, Vriesendorp &
Gaade relocated to a new
office building at the Kon-
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inginnegracht 19 in The
Hague, only 100 meters from
the Dr. Kuyperstraat. The
completely renovated office
building offers a pleasant
and highly practical working
environment for the staff of
Vriesendorp & Gaade.

[0063] Currently, Octrooi-
bureau Vriesendorp & Gaade
employs approximately 35
people, including 10 patent &
trademark attorneys and 3
attorneys at law. Many em-
ployees work for Octrooi-
bureau Vriesendorp & Gaade
for a considerable part of
their careers. As a result, the
company has exceptionally
experienced and well quali-
fied staff. As always,
Vriesendorp & Gaade is
training new patent attor-
neys and attorneys at law,
even in the current economic
crisis, in order to ensure the
continuity of the company.

[0064] The current part-
ners, Drs. S.M. Peters and Ir.
F.A. Geurts, have a clear
vision for Octrooibureau
Vriesendorp & Gaade: to
become a boutique firm that
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handles all aspects of your
intellectual property, includ-
ing filing, prosecution and
litigation. The incorporation
of all the services under one
roof means that Octrooi-
bureau Vriesendorp & Gaade
can achieve greater efficiency
and more direct and legally
sound advice.

[0065] According to the
latest predictions, the first
unitary patent may be grant-
ed in 2016. With Octrooi-
bureau Vriesendorp & Gaade
as your partner in all IP-
related issues, you will be
kept up to date with the lat-
est developments regarding
the unitary patent. As there
are many considerations to
be made in the still develop-
ing unitary patent proce-
dure, our patent attorneys
will be happy to provide you
with advice tailored to your
specific situation.

[0066] Once the Unified
Patent Court has been set up,
the patent attorneys and the
in-house attorneys at law at
Octrooibureau Vriesendorp
& Gaade will be in a unique
position to represent you
before the Unified Patent
Court.
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[0067] Recently, the Euro-
pean Patent Office approved
plans to construct a new
building for some additional
1750 staff to facilitate the
steady growth of the patent
prosecution in favour of the
branch in The Hague. The
focus of the Munich head-
quarters will shift to opera-
tions that are less or only
incidentally related to daily
patent prosecution, like le-
gal, appeal and finance. Con-
struction is scheduled to
start around 2016/2017.

[0068] The plans give Oc-
trooibureau Vriesendorp &
Gaade confidence that they
may continue to play an im-
portant role in representing
national and foreign clients
before the Dutch branch of
the European Patent Office.

[0069] In summary, Oc-
trooibureau Vriesendorp &
Gaade would be honoured to
be your gateway to all as-
pects of European intellectu-
al property.
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